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Listing nf Claim*- 

Claim 1 (Canceled) . 

2. (Currently Amended) ttre? An apparatus a c cording to 
claim 24/ for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, comprising: 

a first en doscope that has an observation system and that is 
5 adapted to be orally Inserted into a body cavity; 

a holding devic e extending out of a distal end of the first 
endoscope, the holding device* comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a point of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
where the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongated 
10 portion that passes through a first channel provided in the first 
endoscope: 

a, first needle that is moveable relative to the first 
endoscope for penetrating th<s digestive wall^ 

a second needle positioned beside and spaced apart bv a 
15 distance from the first needle; 

a suture ada pted to pass through the digestive wall 
following the first needle; 

a suture ret aining device having a grasping section adapted 
to grasp the suture after the suture has passed through the 
20 digestive wall, wherein the suture retaining device is adapted to 
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pull the suture out from the body cavityi. [(,]] and wh e r e in the 
apparatus furth e r compr i.se.s . 

a knot pushing device adapted to move a knot of the suture , 
which is formed outside the body cavity after the suture has been 
25 pulled out from the body cavity by the suture retaining device, 
into the body cavity. 

Claims 3-6 (Canceled) - 

7. (Currently Amended) flw &a apparatus according to 
. c laim 1, — furth e r for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophagea l reflux disease, comprising^ 

a first endoscope that has an observation system and that is 
adapted to be orallv inserted into a body cavity; 

a holding device extending out of a distal end of the first . 
endoscope, the holding device comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a point o f a digestive wall of the body cavity 
where the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongated 
portion that passes through a first channel provided in the first 
Sn^qsgope; 

i a first needle,, that is moveable relative to the first 

endoscope for penetrating the . digest ive wall; 

a second needle positioned beside and spaced apart bv a 
distance from_ the first needle; 

-3- 



PA6E 3/11 ' RCVD AT 11/23/2004 12:10:07 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306* CSID:212 319 5101 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-52 



Nov. 23. 2004 12:09PM FRISHAUF & PARTNERS 



No. 0931 P. 4/11 



Application No. 09/909,980 
Response to Office Action 



Customer No. 01933 



a suture adapted to pa ss through the digestive wall 
following the first needle; and 

a second endoscope^ wherein the first needle and the second 
needle are disposed on an outer periphery of the second 
endoscope . 

8. (Currently Amended) The* fia apparatus accoudii ' iy lu 
claim 24, furth e r for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, comprising: 

a first endoscope that h as an observation system and that is 
5 adapted to be o rally inserted into a body cavity; 

a.holding device extending out of a distal end of the first 
endoscope, the holding device comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a point of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
. where the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongated, 
10 . Portion that pas ses through a first channel provided in the first 
endoscope ; 

a ..first needle that is moveable relative to the first 
endoscope for penetrating the digestive wall{_ 



a second needle positioned beside and spaced apart bv a 



15 



distance from the first needle; 



a suture adapted to pass through the digestive wall 



following the first needle; 
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a suture retaining d evice having a grasping section adapted 
to grasp the suture after the suture has passed through the 
20 digestive wall; and 

a guide member having a through hole provided side by side 
with the holding device; 

wherein the suture retaining device is moveable in the 
through hole of the guide member. 

Claim 9 (Canceled) * 

10. (Currently Amended) fte An apparatus according to 
claim 1, furth e r for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, comprising^. 

a first endoscope that has an observation system and that is 
5 adapted to be orally inserted into a body cavity; 

a holding device extendi ng out of a distal end of the first 
endoscope, the ho lding device comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a point of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
where the artificial valve is bo be formed, and an elongated 
L0 portion that pa sses through a first channel provided in the first 
endoscope ; 

a first need le that is moveable relative to the first 
endoscope for penetrating the digestive wall; 
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a second nee dle positioned beside and, spaced apart by ^ 
15 distance from th e first needle; 

a suture adapted to pass through the digestive wall 
following the fi rst needle; and 

a second endoscope, wherein the first needle extends from a 
distal end of the second endoscope . 

Claims 11-19 (Canceled) . 

20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to 
claim -t .10, ' furth e r comprising a s e co nd- e ndoscop e , wherein -the- 
first needl e and the second needle e xt e nd out of a extends from 
the distal end of the second endoscope. 

Claims 21 and 22 (Canceled) . 

23. (Currently Amended) An apparatus ac c ording to 

claim 22, for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux dise ase, comprising: 

an endosc ope that has an observation system and that is 
adapted to be orally inserted into a body cavity; 

a holding d evice extending out of a distal end of the 
endoscope . the holding de yice comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a poin t , of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
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where the artificial val ve is to be formed, and an elongated 
portion that passes through a first channel provided in the 
endoscope; 

a first needle that i s moveable relative to the endoscope 
for pen etrating the digestive wall; and 

a suture adap ted to pass through the digestive wall 
following the first needle; 

wherein the endoscope comprises: 

an elongated insertion section; 
a handle section; and 

an opening Lhrouah which the first needle extends 
provided at a position on a proximal side of the distal end of 
the endoscope; and 

wherein the observation system comprises an optical system 
provided at each of the distal end and a portion near the opening 
of the endoscope . 

Claim 24 (Canceled) - 

25. (Currently Amended) J fh* An apparatus according Lo 
claim 1, fui ' th e j. for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, comprising; 

a first endoscope that has an observation system and that is 
5 adapted to be orally inserted into a body cavity; 
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a holding d evice extending out of a distal end of the first 
endoscope, the holding d evice comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a point of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
where the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongated 
10 portion that passes through a first channel provided in the first 
endoscope^ 

a first needle that is moveable relative to the first 
endoscope for penetrating the digestive wall; 

a second needle positioned beside and, spaced apart bv a 
15 distance from the first needle; 

a suture adapted to pass through the digestive wall 
following the first needle; 

a second endoscope; and 

a sheath provided outside of the second endoscope, wherein 
20 the first needle extends from a discal end of the sheath. 

Claims 26-30 (Canceled) . 

31- (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to 
claim 25, further comprising an additional sheath provided 
outside the second endoscope, wherein the second needle extends 
from a distal end of the additional sheath. 
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